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UNCLAS GUATEMALA 6129 

EO 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SHUM GT, NU 

SUBJECT: REPORTED DETENTION OF GUATEMALAN STUDENTS IN NICARAGUA 

GUATEMALAN DAILY GRAFICO REPORTS AUGUST 31 THAT FOUR 
STUDENTS OF THE SAN CARLOS UNIVERSITY BRANCH IN 
QUEZALTENANGO WERE DETAINED ON ENTERING NECARAGUA FROM 
COSTA RICA WHILE TRAVELLING BY LAND BACK TO GUATEMALA. 
ACCORDING TO STUDENTS, REASON FOR DETENTION WAS THEIR 
POSSESSION OF A PAMPHLET "IN WHICH THE UNIVERSITY 
STUDENTS OF NICARAGUA ECHO THE STATEMENTS OF THE PRIEST 
FERNANDO CARDENAL ON THE POLITICAL SITUATION OF THAT 
COUNTRY." STUDENTS WERE ALLEGEDLY QUESTIONED FOR 
FOUR HOURS IN A JAIL AT PENAS BLANCAS AND THEN TAKEN 
TO TOWN OF RIVAS, WHERE "THEY WERE SUBMITTED TO ANOTHER 
INTERROGARION" AND FINALLY RELEASED. STORY MAKES NO 
ALLEGATION OF ANY MISTREATMENT DURING QUESTIONING. 
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